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Thank you to all members who arrived early to attend the Special General Meeting before the 
speakers from RAW (Reclaim Another Woman) last month.  I have since sought a legal opinion on 
the clause in our rules about making changes to them.  Our interpretation is correct.  The two 
thirds majority needed for change is a percentage of those members present at the meeting – plus 
any proxy votes.  A quorum is 20% of all members.  We were well in excess of that.  The amended 
rules will now be placed on the website so that all members have easy access to them.  Minutes of 
the meeting will be circulated with the newsletter.   

My apologies to you all that I shall be away for the April meeting.  My daughter and I are walking 
the Tora track in South Wairarapa in the first week of her school holidays.  Our Vice-President, 
Judy Macdonald, will chair the meeting.   

We held a second new members’ meeting in March.  These are an excellent way for people to get 
to know each other , make their interests known – and even volunteer to convene an interest 
group.  A third meeting will be held in May.   

Noeline Alcorn 

President.  

 

 

 

 

From the President 

Life is for learning ----------------learn for life. 

Remember, our next meeting is  

10.00 am Wednesday, 17 April. 
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Doug Wright 

U3A member, CNZOM Fellow of the Royal Society.  
 
1080 and Dealing With Pest Invasions 
 
The use of the pesticide 1080 is frequently in the news. This 
talk describes why it is used and its role in reducing animal 
pest damage in NZ. This is really a NZ story about possums 
and many other pest animals. It is also about conservation of 
our biological treasures. New Zealand has unique 
requirements when it comes to pest control and we have 
become world leaders in this field. The talk also introduces the 
idea of using genetic methods to allow us to eliminate the use 
of current methods for long term and permanent solutions to 
pest control. 
 
Biography 
Following his retirement from the Meat Industry Research 
Institute at Ruakura, Doug became involved in animal and 
pest control in 1992 while Acting Chief Scientist at the Ministry of Science when he was appointed 
Chair of the National Science Strategy Committee on Tb eradication and possum control. He 
chaired a committee of the Australian Cooperative Research Centre on Marsupials at Macquarie 
University and has been a consultant for the Waikato Regional Council on pest management. 

 
Possums have been a fascinating part of his 
life. He has talked to many organisations 
about them, written about them in poetry and 
short stories, and even included them in 
paintings.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
15 May   

Dr Cate Curtis, Psychology Department, Waikato University. 
 
Title of her talk: Suicidal Behaviour Across the Lifespan. 

 
19 June    

Professor Ian Pool, Demographer. 
 
Provisional title:   1769-1880: Why NZ History should be taught in Schools 
 

 
 

Future Guest Speakers 

This Month’s Guest Speaker 
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Changes to the Subscription Year 
 
At the April Committee meeting, the Committee changed the subscription year to 1 February to 31 
January of the following year, replacing the current subscription year of 1 June to 31 May the 
following year.  

The reason for doing this is that currently some members are confused as to whether the start of 
the subscription year is the start of the calendar year or the 1st June. New members sometimes 
think that if they pay in February, that the $15 half-subscription is in fact the subscription for the 
whole subscription year.  

The committee considered that matters would be easier for all concerned if the calendar year and 
the subscription year coincided. 

No changes are being made to the financial year for the reporting of the annual accounts, that is, 1 
June to 31 May of the following year. The date of the AGM will not change, being at the June 
meeting, when the Annual Financial Report will be presented. 

No changes to the subscription rate for 2020 are being made. It will remain at $30 per person. 

The change over for the dates for subscriptions will be as follows: 

• There will be an interim subscription of $15 due for the half year - 1 June 2019 to 31 
January 2020 - for all members. 

• On 1 February 2020, the new subscription of $30 will be due for the new subscription year: 
1 February 2020 to 31 January 2021.  

• Members joining U3A from July onwards in 2020 will pay a half-year subscription of $15. 

Payment of Subscriptions 
For new members joining in 2019, our subscriptions are reduced for the second half of our 
financial year to $15. 
Payment can be made through 

• online internet banking to U3A account: 03 1559 0030619 00. (include name for 
reference); 

• Cash: ask the teller at any Westpac branch to deposit the cash into our account  
  03-1559-0030619 00 (with your name and initial as reference); 

• by cheque to our PO Box 1103, Hamilton; or with cash at the next meeting 

Beverley Bell  
Treasurer  
treasurerhamiltonnzu3a@gmail.com  

 

 
 
 

www.u3ahamilton.org.nz 
 Post  PO Box 1103, Hamilton 

Email hamiltonnzu3a@gmail.com  

U3A Hamilton Contact Details  

From the Treasurer 
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Membership Statistics We Farewelled We welcome 
 

June 2016                     146 

June 2017                     160 

June 2018                     200 

Resignations (2018)       20  

Discontinuations            17  

Resignations (2019)        4 

Current                        232 

0 New Members – March 2019 
 
Marie-Therese Borland 
Diana Clauson 
Brian Oakley 
Kay Garvey 
Terry Garvey 
Sue Jones 
David Jones 
Frank Pennington 
Pat Samson 
Barbara Weedon 
 

 

A very warm welcome is extended to all the people who have chosen to join Hamilton U3A.  We 
still have a good supply of brochures, so please take a few to give to your friends or to leave at 
any organisations you may be involved, eg Churches, Community Centres, where there are “third 
age” people who may like to know more about U3A.  
 
Be sure to pick up a copy of our latest booklet, Lifelong Learning or print out a 
copy from our website.  Inside is information about, and contact details for all 
of our current Interest Groups. 
 

 
New groups for 2019 
 

Calling all Readers -Literary Buffs - Bookworms  
Are you interested in reading and discussing books you have been reading?  If so, this could be 
the group for you! 

We have a volunteer to convene a group of those for whom life without a book is hardly worth 
living.  If you’re interested in being part of this new group, please add your name to the 
membership list at the 17 April meeting, or email hamiltonnzu3a@gmail.com.  

 
 
 

History Group 
Continuing our theme of Nationalism, in March Neil Fagan introduced us to the end of the Ottoman 
Empire and the new Turkey shaped by Mustapha Kemal Ataturk.  We will have to await his return 
to look at how Erdogan is dismantling Ataturk’s legacy.  This month we will look at Greek 
nationalism since 1800, a topic that connects with Neil’s talk and impacts on the Eastern 
Mediterranean today.  In May we will examine Italian unification, the consequences of which still 
influence Italian politics and society 

Convenor: Paul Etheredge phone 825 9888 

U3A Interest Groups 

Hamilton U3A Membership 

U3A Interest Group Notices 
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Natural Environment of Hamilton 
On 24th April we will meet for a guided walk of the A. J. Seeley gully. This 
reserve was originally privately owned and planted and is an excellent 
example of the growth that can be achieved in a relatively short period of 
time. The walk is suitable for children so bring your grandchildren if you 
wish! 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/environment/91471987/hamiltons-aj-seeley-gully-provides-home-for-watchful-guardians 

We will each give a koha of $5 to our guide for the A J Seeley trust. Meet at the end of Armagh 
Street at 9.50 am. 

Contact Alison Fagan 027 2339218 or Noeline Alcorn 849 1912 
 

Coffee Companions  

Our next outing, at 10.30 am on Friday 12 April, will be to Robert Harris Cafe 
in the Resene Building 593 Te Rapa Road.  There’s no limit on group size, 
so if you are interested in joining, let Judith know.  We can always fill up two 
tables! 

Convenor:  Judith Hickman  phone 849 0242  

New Zealand History Group 
The group has now had its first meeting which was very interesting.  We managed to 
discuss some early Maori language and customs, despite the noise generated by 
heavy machinery nearby.  The group meets on the first and third Thursdays of the 
month from 1.30pm – 3.00pm at St Andrews Library Conference Room. We would 
welcome a few more members. 
  
Interim Convenors: Paul Etheredge and Gavin Muckle.    
Interim Contact: Judith Hickman hamiltonnzu3a@gmail.com  
 
Current Affairs   Discussion Group 

At our March meeting, Greig Jenkins, who has been Convenor for several years, 
confirmed that that session would be his last as Convenor.  Gordon Fitzroy-Kelly 
expressed a vote of thanks to Greig on our behalf; we have really appreciated 
Greig’s leadership. 

Gorham Milbank agreed to be the new Convenor. 
There are two sessions a month, 2nd & 4th Fridays, 9.30am to 11.00am 

at the Celebrating Age Centre in Victoria Street.   
Next session will be Friday 12 April, and then Friday 26th April.   
 
New members will be welcome.  Cost: there is a venue fee of $2 per person per session. 
Contact Gorham Milbank if you would like to join, or to get more information.   
Convenor:  Gorham Milbank phone 855 4757   
 

Theatre & Shows Appreciation Group 
We got underway this season with a highly acclaimed show, “Closure”, held at 
the Gaslight Theatre in Cambridge.  A good number attended and members 
engages in a lively discussion after the performance. 
Convenor: Gavin McIvor phone 849 1641  or 021 162 9722 
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Programme of talks on the Heritage Floor of Central Library  
 
A programme of talks on the Heritage Floor of Central Library, which U3A members may be 
interested in, has just commenced. There will be two talks per month. On the first Thursday of the 
month there will be a heritage talk at which will explore various Hamilton or Waikato related topics 
will be explored. On the third Thursday of the month there will be a family history or whakapapa 
related talk. The dates may vary slightly depending on such things as public holidays. 
  
For the next few months the programme will be; 
 

o  April 18th   using military records for family history 
o May 2nd   dating photographs 
o May 16th   how to overcome brick walls when doing family history research 
o June 6th   a look at the ephemera collection at Hamilton City Libraries 
o June 20th   a family historian’s look at the information contained in the Appendices to the 

Journals of the House of Representatives 
 

Ko Matariki e arau ana / The Gathering of Matariki 

There will be a free talk in Hamilton in May that is relevant to the topics the NZ History group is 
looking at in April. History group members who are not NZ group members may find it of interest. 
Professor Rangi Matamua’s talk is Ko Matariki e arau ana / The Gathering of Matariki 
Details and registration can be found on the website: 
 Royal Society Te Aparangi      https://royalsociety.org.nz       Click onto What’s Happening Alert 
newsletter go to newsletter 1037 date 28-02-2019. 

Give a Kid a Blanket Waikato   Email: giveakidablanket@outlook.com  
With the cold weather on its way, an appeal is being launched by the above group to assist needy 
families to keep their children warm.  If you are down-sizing your blanket supply, please consider 
donating one or two to this worthy cause.  Kylie O’Rourke, daughter to our own Barry Burgess, is 
the Manager of this organisation and will not only be pleased to hear from you, but will also 
arrange a pickup for any blankets you may wish to donate. 

 

 
Monthly meeting Groups – Meet & Greet Morning Tea 

17 April Family History 
Numismatics/Astronomy 

Paul Etheredge 
Dorianne Hornby 
Trevor Hornby 

15 May Joy of Writing 
French Language 

tbc 

19 June Music Appreciation 
Coffee Companions 

tbc 

Duty Rosters – Meet and Greet & Morning Tea 

Other Notices 



 

 

 7 

More Volunteers are Needed 
Three people are now needed at each meeting to assist with the morning tea for an 
increasing membership.  If you are willing to take a turn, please add your name to the list on 
at the information table.  If you are already on the roster, Janet asks that you check to see 
that your details are correct as she sometimes has difficulty contacting people. 
   
Janet Hanfling’s contact details are:  janet.hanfling@xtra.co.nz or phone 855 3551.   

 

The trip to Kihikihi and Pirongia organised by Paul Etheredge and led by Alan Hall was another 
outstanding success.  We were fortunate that, after a few much-needed rainy days, the weather 
was kind to us and sunhats were the order of the day and not umbrellas. 

A sincere vote of thanks goes to both gentlemen from the U3A participants. 

Special Outing: U3A Pirongia and Kihikihi Trip – Tuesday 2 April 

Members were given a map and 10 sites to find and visit in the township of 
Kihikihi.   This is the Rewi Maniapoto Memorial and Reserve. 

Alan Hall was an able leader, who 
provided a wonderful resource booklet to 
guide us through the day. 

The photographs were taken by Graeme Kitto.  
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Hamilton U3A Committee   
President:      Noeline Alcorn   849 1912 

Vice President:               Judith Macdonald   839 3763 

Immediate Past President      David Douglas   850 1624 

Treasurer:                           Beverley Bell    829 3535 

Secretary:       Paul Etheredge   825 9888 

Almoner:         Gorham Milbank   855 4757 

Membership – Communication:  Judith Hickman        849 0242  

Interest Groups    Alison Fagan    855 7009 

Webmaster     Julie Shaw    854 6040 

Our monthly meetings are held at 10.00 am on the 3rd Wednesday of each month from 
February – November at the Church Hall of Chartwell Co-operating Church located on 
the corner of Comries Road and Bellmont Avenue (opposite Chartwell Mall).   

Following the guest speaker’s presentation, we have morning tea/coffee and a chance to 
chat.   

Potential members are welcome to attend a meeting prior to making a decision about 
whether or not to join U3A Hamilton. 

We visited Matakitaki, a large headland pa located on the east 
bank of the Waipa between the Waipa River and its narrow, 
steep-sided Mangapiko tributary. 

Prior to the Nga Puhi invasion, thousands of people had 
assembled at this pa site.  The invaders had muskets, the 
defenders hand held weapons.  The battle that ensued left 
hundreds killed and was the beginning of the musket wars. 

In 1864, after the Waikato War, over one million acres of 
land were confiscated, including Matakitaki 


